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Dear Members, 

I am looking forward to attending the committee on Thursday and welcome the decision to take evidence 
on this crucial issue during the recess. 

I thought it would be helpful to highlight some emerging key issues ahead of the discussion, many of which 
will be highlighted by my colleagues also on the panel. 

Before setting out some key priorities, it is worth setting a brief bit of context. 

Scotland Food & Drink is the industry development body for the sector in Scotland. We are a collaborative 
partnership bringing together all the key trade associations and public sector agencies working in food and 
drink in Scotland to drive forward a single, agreed growth strategy for the sector. We are also a membership 
organisation with 360 members, the vast majority of whom are food and drink producers and manufacturers. 

The food and drink industry in Scotland is a national success story. Driven by a culture of collaboration and 
having forged a new national identity and reputation for its produce, the industry has experienced 
unprecedented growth in recent years.  The industry turnover has reached £14.3bn (2013) from £10bn in 
2007. We are on track to reach our growth target of £16.5bn by 2017.  A strong home market and a growing 
export presence are the building blocks of our success. 

The EU referendum decision will represent a mixture of challenge and, potentially, opportunity. However, 
our underlying ambition and optimism for the sector remains. In 2017, we will be launching a new strategy 
for the sector, establishing a roadmap to 2030, building on the industry central role in Scotland’s economic 
growth story. 

In saying that, there are critical issues in relation to Brexit to consider now. 

These continue to emerge, and are multi-layered and complex. However, we have initially identified four 
key issues to consider. These are not exhaustive, but hopefully provide the committee with a sense of our 
thinking. 

 

 

 

 




